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“For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”Galatians 5:1
We, the Chubu district branch of the Korean Christian Church in Japan, have been following the path and performing the activities of the mission commanded by our Lord for proclaiming the Gospel to this land for the past 80 years, from the colonial period until today.  Our mission given by Jesus Christ is to sow seeds of the Gospel in the hearts of people such as Koreans living in Japan from colonial times and their descendants, Koreans visiting from Korea in the past twenty five years, and Japanese brothers and sisters guided by the Lord to our Korean churches.  Furthermore, we recognize it as our important mission from our Lord to pray for peaceful coexistence beyond a discriminatory barrier of nation / nationality in this country, Japan.  We believe that Jesus Christ chose, gathered, and dispatched us for this holy mission even after World War II.
Bearing that mission task, we are greatly concerned about the current political and social trends of this country.  In Japan, the bill of revision of the Foundational Law of Education, which has as its aim to launch a patriotic nationalism and intensify the government’s involvement in moral education, was submitted to the Diet together with a bill for reviving finger-printing of foreigners, excluding Special Permanent residents and foreigners under 16 years old, in the immigration law for reasons of increasing surveillance for anti-terrorism.  Revival of this institution will only increase suspicion against foreigners, and an intensification of nationalistic education will be consequently a reversal on the path of constructing peace without being discriminated against because of nationality.  We know through the history of the world that if nationalism is joined with ethnic discrimination against foreign minorities, it will lead to a cruel tragedy of persecution.  Standing in the position of peace-making in Northeast Asia, we oppose as a contradiction against democracy Prime Minister Koizumi’s policy of making an official visit to the Yasukuni shrine glorifying soldiers killed in the war, of a xenophobic nationalism intensifying the methods of vigilance over Japanese citizens and foreigners according to the anti-terrorism policy, and of transforming Japan into a country capable of waging war by revising the current Constitution based upon the spirit of division of politics and religion, and the idea of renouncing war in clause 9 of the Constitution along with the war laws which have already been passed in the Diet.  We warn that Prime Minister Koizumi’s political direction is deepening tension and conflict among countries in Northeast Asia, which is contrary to building relationships of trust and peace.  While, when peace is broken in the name of patriotism in a country, ethnic minorities are first victimized, on the other hand, when the dignity and human rights of ethnic minorities are respected and protected, the result is to guarantee human rights and peace for everyone living in that country whether citizens or foreigners.  Therefore, now we raise our voice from the position of an ethnic minority group of Christians. 
Praying that the divine ideals from heaven be accomplished on our globe, we, as Diaspora church dispatched by the Lord of the cross and resurrection, propose two tasks with the viewpoint of compassionately looking back at the painful history of Japan’s colonial rule and invasive war on Asia, and a mission task of forgiveness and reconciliation:
1. We will hold a peace meeting on Aug. 13th commemorating 8-15 “Kwang-bok”(recovery of light) together with Japanese Christians;
2. We propose to the moderator and general secretary of the KCCJ to ask congregations in relation of mission agreements in Japan, Korea, North America, and Australia to send statement letters seeking peace to the Japanese government. Thus, by sending those statements to the world Christian organizations (WARC, WCC etc.), the KCCJ should request those organizations to cooperate in our peace-making movement by sending their own letters to the Japanese government.
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